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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 VICTOR 00486 011246Z 
ACTION INR-10 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO ARA-10 EUR-12 IO-13 PM-05 
NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 NSAE-00 DODE-OO /083 W 

036098 020519Z/11 

R 010750Z JUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY VICTORIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0938 
INFO AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 

SECRET VICTORIA 0486 

E.O 1 1652: XGDS-3 

TAGS: XA, CU, UR, SE, MPOL 

SUBJECT: SOVIET AND CUBAN ROLE IN AFRICA 

REF: STATE 134913 

IN REPLY REFTEL, IN VIEW SEYCHELLES REMOTE LOCATION IN INDIAN 
OCEAN, SUBJECT SOVIET-CUBAN INTERVENTION ON AFRICAN CONTINENT 
NOT REGARDED AS LARGE ISSUE OR OF IMMEDIATE CONCERN. IN 
RESPONSE TO DIRECT QUESTION FROM ME ON MATTER AT MAY 3 1 
MEETING, PRESIDENT RENE NOTED THAT CUBANS HAVE BEEN INVITED 
IN TO PROTECT GOVERNMENTS WHOSE SURVIVAL WAS AT STAKE. RENE 
FURTHER OBSERVED THAT ANY GOVERNMENT FACED WITH THREAT TO 
ITS SURVIVAL WOULD PROBABLY ACT IN SIMILAR MANNER. SINCE, IN 
RENE'S VIEW, MAJOR POWERS (HE NAMED UK, FRANCE, PRC, SOVIETS, 

U.S.) WOULD DECLINE TO ASSIST MILITARILY, SMALL, RELATIVELY 
WEAK STATES WOULD HAVE NO OPTION BUT TO CALL FOR ASSISTANCE 
WHERE IT IS LIKELY TO BE AVAILABLE. 

LE MF.LLF. 
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